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The Parish of Wickham 

 
Wickham Parish is one of the largest 

parishes within the District of 
Winchester City Council with nearly 
1600 houses.  The parish extends 

along Titchfield Lane and Fontley Road 
to the south west of Wickham centre; it 
also includes  Old Knowle and Knowle 
Village. To the east we have Boarhunt 

and Soberton as neighbours with 
Shedfield, Curdridge and Whiteley to 

the north and west. 
 

 

 
The Parish Council 

 
The Parish Council comprises 11 

Councillors who are elected every four 
years.  Councillors are unpaid and are 

governed by a mandatory code of 
conduct which includes obligations to 

act in an appropriate manner. 
 

The Parish Council provides a local 
voice for its residents; each Parish 

Council differs in the work it carries out. 
The majority of the work carried out by 
Wickham Parish Council is through its 

committees: Finance, General Purpose, 
Planning, Recreation, Street Lighting 
and the Water Meadows Millennium 

Green Trust. We also have a Highways 
representative to deal with road and 
transport issues; a Tree Warden and 

representatives for Wickham 
Community Association and Wickham 

Youth Club  
 

 
Communication 

 
The Parish Council has notice boards 
in The Square and at Knowle, it also 
produces a regular newsletter for the 

Parish Magazine and has a website to 
keep residents up to date with its work: 

www.wickham.parish.hants.gov.uk.  
 

Residents are very welcome to contact  
Councillors and Clerk with issues of 

concern. 
 

 

 
Chairmanôs overview 

 
Another successful year has been 

achieved by the Parish Council, ending 
with the Annual Parish Assembly in 
May.  This was a great success and 

very well attended.  My personal thanks 
to everyone for making the evening so 

enjoyable. 
 

Great strides have been made in the 
past year and to make ourselves aware 

of ongoing developments within our 
parish we attend several outside 

functions as well as monthly parish 
council meetings.  This ensures that we 
keep up to date with relevant changes 
that arise which may affect the running 

of the parish council. 
 

Every parishioner can be assured of 
our continual endeavours in 

maintaining and improving our current 
situations and my fellow councillors and 

I will strive to achieve our goals.   
 

Your parish council will do its utmost to 
help no matter how small the problem. 

 
 
Angela Clear, Chairman Wickham 
Parish Council  
 
 
 



Parish Council News for 

2005/6  
 
The last year has been a busy one for the 
Parish Council with plenty of new projects!  
 
Knowle projects 

New notice boards have been provided at 
Knowle in The Square and also at Old 
Knowle.  Boards are for Parish Council and 
local groups to use. 
 
 
Knowle Cemetery handed over to the 
Parish Council 

In September 2005 the old hospital 
cemetery in Mayles Lane, Knowle was 
handed over by Berkeley Home to the 
Parish Council following restoration and 
landscaping enhancements.  
 
The handover is the result of several years 
work by a dedicated team including Jenny 
Mallett, Sue and Ted Fitzgerald and 
Thérèse Evans. 
 
The handover ceremony was carried out by 
the Venerable Peter Hancock, the Arch 
Deacon of the Meon and attended by many 
relatives of those buried in the cemetery.  It 
is a very peaceful place with a pleasant 
woodland walk around the site and is well 
worth a visit.  
 
The Parish Council is now responsible for 
the maintenance of the cemetery. 
 
More details of the history of the cemetery 
are available on the parish council website.   
 

 

 
Darren Harman (Berkeley Homes), Peter 
Hancock, Sue and Ted Fitzgerald at the 

handover ceremony 

Gift of land for a new cemetery 

The Parish Council would like to thank Mrs 
Miriam Philpot who has given the Parish 
Council nearly four acres of land adjoining 
the recreation ground to be used as a new 
burial ground.  This is much needed as the 
churchyard is full.  Mrs Philpotôs generosity 
is greatly appreciated. Preparation of the 
land is underway but it will be some time 
before it is available for burials. 
 
Wickham website 
Our website now has a óSquare Camô 
thanks to traders who have sponsored the 
webcam which offers a live window on 
Wickham Square. It is just for fun and is 
receiving lots of hits!  
Many thanks to Neale Fray who has spent 
hours setting up and fine tuning the 
webcam. 
 
Many thanks also to Barrie Marson who 
has very kindly scanned several hundred of 
Stan Woodfordôs photos so they can be 
viewed on the website.  They can be found 
under Local History ï Pictorial History on 
the website.  At the time of writing only part 
of the collection is available on line. 
  
Wickham Parish Council was runner up in 
the Hants Web Awards 2005 : Awards for 
website excellence, Best Town or Parish 
Council Website category. 
 
Bus stop in The Square 
An order has been placed to refurbish the 
bus shelter, we have been fortunate to 
secure a grant for £1000 towards the work 
from Hampshire County Council which 
represents 50% of the total cost. 
 
There have been complaints that the seat 
next to the shelter is excessively 
uncomfortable.  The missing slat has now 
been replaced.  If you think it is still 
uncomfortable contact the Clerk ! 
 
 
Transport and Highways issues 
The culvert bridge opposite Mayles Lane 
was finally repaired in 2005, although the 
wall requires further improvement. 
 
Dragons teeth have been ordered for 
several locations to protect the grass 
verges and prevent parking.  Pavements 



near to the Shell Garage will be surface 
dressed in the near future. 
 
Pot hole and patching repairs have been 
carried out on several roads, an order for 
special maintenance has been submitted to 
repair the footpath opposite the BTA 
garage in Winchester Road. 
 
There are plans to install temporary 
flashing signs in Winchester Road to 
remind drivers of the speed limit. 
 
Ongoing repairs and maintenance 
requirements are dealt with as quickly as 
possible.  Contact Parish Council Highway 
Representative Angela Clear with any 
issues of concern.   
 
Review of speed limits 
There are plans for a 40mph speed limit for 
Titchfield Lane and Fontley Road. 
Speed limits on A32 / School Road are due 
to be reviewed in the near future. 
The Parish Council has also asked for the 
30mph speed limit in Mill Lane to be moved 
further north as the new pedestrian access 
from Gwynn Way to the community centre 
is proving popular with young people. 
 
Hampshire County Council's plans for 
2006/7 to close Springles Lane to through 
traffic and to build a footpath from River 
Lane to Segensworth Road are supported 
by the Parish Council. 
 
 
South East Plan 
 
The South East Plan is a new type of 
planning document. It sets out a vision for 
the future of the South East region to 2026, 
outlining how the government and councils 
need to respond to challenges facing the 
region such as housing, the economy, 
transport and protecting the environment. 
 
The Plan includes a proposal for 10,000 
new houses and employment space ónorth 
of Farehamô which will surround Knowle 
another large development area is planned 
for Hedge End with smaller numbers at 
Whiteley. 
 
The Parish Council responded to the 
consultation raising concerns that one 
quarter of all proposed development in the 

region for the next 20 years will be within 
six miles of the rural village of Wickham.  It 
added that Wickham Parish has, in the last 
10 years, has already accommodated 
around 2000 additional houses within its 
boundaries and continues to experience 
the detrimental effects of insufficient 
infrastructure.  
 
The Parish Council requested that priority 
be given to minimising the detrimental 
impact of the development on Wickham 
and other villages within the Southern 
Parishes of Winchester District particularly 
the need to plan for greatly improved 
transport infrastructure. 
 
The Plan has now been submitted to 
government and will be subject to an 
independent óExamination in Publicô before 
being finally approved.  
 
To view the plan look at the South East 
Plan website: 
http://www.southeast-
ra.gov.uk/southeastplan/index.html 
 
The Parish Council also has a full copy that 
can be viewed on request. 
 
 
Retirement of Norman Melsome 
 
At the Parish Council meeting on 20th 
February we said goodbye to Norman 
Melsome, our village cleaner for nearly 
thirteen years.  Mr Melsome has done a 
fine job and we know he will be keeping a 
close eye on Paul Collins and his team 
who have taken over the wheelbarrow!  
Enjoy your retirement Norman. 
 

 
 
Chairman Angie Clear with Norman Melsome 
 

http://www.southeast-ra.gov.uk/southeastplan/plan/view_plan.html
http://www.southeast-ra.gov.uk/southeastplan/index.html
http://www.southeast-ra.gov.uk/southeastplan/index.html


HRH Countess of Wessex opens new 
houses in Gwynn Way. 
 
The new houses in Gwynn Way have been 
built on an óexception site,ô a site outside 
the development boundary where 
permission has been granted as the 
houses are low cost homes for local 
people.   
 

 

 
 
 
There were seventy applicants for the 
houses which indicates the need for more 
similar developments in the village. 
 

 
 
Countess of Wessex arrives in Wickham 

 
 
The Countess of Wessex performed an 
official opening of the houses on  2nd 
November; it was an enjoyable event, the 
Countess took the time to speak to 
everyone which was appreciated.  It was 
very sad that Peter Gwynn died a few days 
prior to the ceremony, but it was lovely that 
Margaret and her family were able to 
attend 
  

 

Lighting up Wickham for Christmas 

Everyone enjoys the festive atmosphere in 
Wickham Square, the Christmas tree and 
buildings decorated with fairy lights.   
 
It happens with the generous help of John 
and David Gwynn from A E Roberts who 
deliver, put up and take down the tree 
which the Parish Council funds. 
 
The Square Events team of volunteers 
work tirelessly for a weekend or two putting 
up the lights.   
 
For Christmas 2005 we had new lights 
funded with the help of Wickham 
businesses and the Parish Council at a 
cost of around £2000. 
 
It is a great example of village teamwork 
and we appreciate the time and energy that 
is so freely given for the benefit of 
Wickham. 
 
 
Wickham Folk Festival 
The Parish Council has supported the 
proposal for a Folk Festival in Wickham, 
the event will take place at the Community 
Centre from Thursday 3rd until Sunday 6th 
August 2006.  
 
The Festival should help raise substantial 
funds for the Community Centre. 
 
Folk Festivals are family affairs and the 
bands that have been booked are not 
noisy! Parking and camping is planned on 
the outskirts of the village. Strict licensing 
and environmental health conditions will be 
adhered to.  
 
A full time Health and Safety Officer will be 
employed together with 24 hour security.  
No late night parties will be permitted! 
 
Folk fans will be pleased to hear Richard 
Thompson is headlining, Oysterband and 
Shooglenifty are two other bands to look 
out for.  
 
Concerts end at 11pm Thursday ï 
Saturday and 10.30pm on Sunday. 

 
To book tickets see the website: 
www.wickhamfestival.co.uk.  

   


